
Tuesday, April 7, 2026 --- District Governor Bruce Monro
___________________________________________________
Introducing District Governor 2028–29: Claudine Schooley

Rotary District 5500 is pleased to announce that Claudine Schooley will be District5500 Governor for 2028–29. A dedicated
Rotarian and internationally experienced leader, Claudine brings administrative expertise and global service creativity to
this role.

Claudine has held key Rotary leadership positions, including USA National Coordinator of the Rotary Intercountry
Committee (ICC), President of the USA–Ukraine ICC, Secretary of the USA–Colombia ICC, and Rotary Friendship Exchange
Chair for District 5500. She has also served as President of both the Rotary E-Club of One World and the Rotary Club of
Conejo Valley. She has written and implemented District Grants, Global Grants and Disaster Grants for a total of
$300,000, underscoring her deep commitment to Rotary Foundation work.

Professionally, Claudine’s background spans office administration, public relations, education, and small-business
ownership. She is fluent in French, English, and Spanish and has lived and worked internationally—experience that
enriches her Rotary leadership.

Before becoming DG, Claudine will be visiting clubs and meeting members to get to know the District.

Please congratulate Claudine on her selection as 2028–29 District governor. She can be reached at
cdschooley@outlook.com.

April is ENVIRONMENT Month!
Each week during April we will highlight the great work of Rotary Clubs in District 5500 supporting the
Environment.

If your club has a project that supports environmental projects, and you would like us to highlight it for you, email
DaveRotary5500@gmail.com with the details (and a photo!)

First Environment Club in AZ Is Thriving!
The Rotary Club of Tucson Verde in D5500 is the first cause-based club to protect the environment in Arizona. It was
chartered in 2021 with 31 charter members, 27 of whom were new Rotarians.
PDG/Charter President, Michael Drake, has been instrumental in taking advantage of District and Global Grants to do
projects both locally and overseas. The club used a District Grant to install solar panels for electricity for remote residents
on the Navajo reservation in northern Arizona. To remediate a denuded watershed that polluted Lake Tuxpan in Valle de
Iguala in D4185 in central Mexico, they received a Global Grant.
Other significant projects include removal of invasive buffelgrass and arundo cane from local riparian areas, a community
garden for disabled elementary school children to grow vegetables, and an annual tour for the public of homes
constructed with environmentally sensitive features.

The club meets in person twice a month. The fifth anniversary is a milestone and Tucson Verde Rotary is thriving!

Watch D5280's
GG Environment Project Video
Here!
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LAST CHANCE!

These events are coming up
THIS WEEK!

Rotary Club of Tucson Hears from US Senator Mark Kelly on April 8, 2026
NOTE: DATE CHANGE!
Hello fellow Arizona Rotarians!
Our United States Senator Mark Kelly will be the program at the Rotary Club of Tucson’s lunch meeting on Wednesday,
April 8, at noon at the Tucson Convention Center (Coconino/Greenlee Rooms) and we’d like you to join us for this
interesting and relevant discussion! We will be limiting our regular agenda to give Senator Kelly ample time to speak with
us and answer questions.

Registration information:

All attendees must register in advance by calling the Rotary office at 520.623-2281 or emailing rotary@tucsonrotary.org by
Friday, April 3.
Rotary guests get FREE PARKING at the TCC. To register your license plate please send the plate number to: Lorena
Guevara at lguevara@premiumparking.com or stop by guest services right outside the meeting space.
Guests will only pay for their lunch ($40/ea) which includes a buffet – and COOKIES! Please pay at registration via Cash,
Check or Credit Card.
Please submit your questions in advance (send them to Dotary@dkajobs.com) – there will be no questions from the
floor).

Human Trafficking in Your Own Backyard
By Diane Ventura-Goodyear

To understand human trafficking: “The unlawful act of transporting or coercing people in order to benefit from
their work or service, typically in the form of forced labor or sexual exploitation.” experts often use the
"Action-Means-Purpose" framework:

Action: The trafficker recruits, transports, or harbors a person.
Means: They use force (violence), fraud (false job promises), or coercion (threats to family or legal status). Purpose:
The goal is to exploit the person for forced labor or commercial sex acts.
Learn how to:
Identify and rescue victims
Support trauma healing and recovery
Understand social media exploitation
Strengthen community response
Human trafficking awareness focuses on identifying and preventing modern-day slavery, which involves exploiting people
for profit through force, fraud, or coercion.

Hear from Hope Rising AZ, Southern Arizona Against Slavery (SAAS), and legal experts, including a Special Victims
Prosecutor.
Registration is recommended due to the limited seating.
There is NO CHARGE for registration on the webpage. All non-Rotarians will register as guests. Parking is free.
https://saddlebrookerotary.
com/rotary-human-trafficking- awareness-seminar.php

Also, the restaurant at SaddleBrooke Ranch is open until 11:00 am (before the seminar). Cookies and coffee will be
available at the event.

Contact Monica Oszust: oszustmonica@gmail.com
Read More

5th Annual Rillito River Clean Up. 4/11/26
Let's bring Rotary 5500 together again to clean up the Rillito River during the 2026 Rotary Days of Service!

April 11, 2026 8:00-10:00 AM
Brandi Fenton Memorial Park.
Register Here: http://tinyurl.com/Rillito26

In partnership with Tucson Clean and Beautiful and Pima County, let's fill a dumpster full of trash from our beautiful Rillito
River for the 5th year in a row!
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Benson Golf Tournament 4/11/26
www.rotaryswingintospring.com

Fort Yuma Golf 4/11/26

http://www.rotaryswingintospring.com/


District 5500 News and Upcoming Events You Should Know About!

Register Now for a District Learning Assembly
REGISTER FOR THE SESSION NEAREST YOU!

Yuma - May 2, 2026

Sierra Vista - July 11, 2026

Tucson - July 18, 2026

Florence - July 25, 2026

What to Expect
* Grants Management Certification
* Membership
* Public Image
* Youth Protection
* Foundation
* Governance Training
* Secretary and Treasurer Training
* Networking Opportunities
* 3-Year Rolling Goals Strategy

Why Attend?
Prepare for the new Rotary year with focused leadership development sessions and comprehensive Rotary
information. This assembly is an excellent opportunity to learn best practices, share ideas, and collaborate
with Rotarians from across Southern Arizona. Take advantage of this opportunity to make a lasting impact
within your club and communities.

Yuma: May 2- HACY Building, Mesa Heights Apartments, 2150 S. Arizona Avenue
Sierra Vista: July 11- (location-TBD)- We will communicate the location when it is available.
Tucson: July 18- Northminster Presbyterian Church, 2450 E. Ft. Lowell Rd.
Florence/Pinal County- July 25- Florence Community Center 778 N. Main Street, Florence, AZ.

Save the Date: DGE Emma's Installation June 7, 2026

https://dacdb.com/RSVP/Index.cfm?EventID=77907847
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/RSVP/Index.cfm?EventID=77907848
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/RSVP/Index.cfm?EventID=77907850
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/RSVP/Index.cfm?EventID=77907857


https://www.dacdb.com/index. html?EventID=77898199

or

https://dacdb.com/Register4/index.cfm?EventID=77898199

TRF: Words from a Vocational Training Team Participant
“With a [vocational training team], you also develop professional relationships between skilled individuals on both sides. The level
of interpersonal engagement can’t be duplicated in another type of activity; the team members are not just colleagues but
friends.”
Ron Smith, past governor of District 7430 (Pennsylvania)
Learn more about PDG Ron Smith’s experience in leading a vocational training team.

What is Rotary International's Endowment Fund and Why Should You Support it?
By John Anthony Oszust

One of the greatest strengths of Rotary is our shared commitment to service that endures beyond our own time. Today, I
invite you to consider a meaningful way to ensure that commitment continues for generations to come: supporting The
Endowment Fund of Rotary International.

The Endowment Fund is Rotary’s long?term investment in doing good in the world. Unlike annual giving, contributions to
the Endowment Fund are never spent outright. The principal of your gift is preserved forever, carefully invested to
grow over time. Only the earnings are used—year after year—to fund Rotary projects and programs that change lives.

This unique structure creates a truly long?lasting legacy of giving. Your donation continues working long after it is
made, providing sustainable support for the causes you care about most.

As a donor, you may designate that the earnings from your gift support one or more of Rotary’s seven areas of focus:

Peacebuilding and conflict prevention
Disease prevention and treatment
Water, sanitation, and hygiene
Maternal and child health
Basic education and literacy
Community economic development
Environment

In addition, Endowment Fund gifts offer a deeply personal opportunity. Contributions can be named in honor or memory of a loved one, a Rotary club, or a
family—creating a permanent tribute that reflects your values and your belief in Service Above Self.

By giving to the Endowment Fund, you are helping ensure that Rotary will continue to respond to future needs, seize new opportunities, and make a positive impact
long after we are gone. It is a powerful statement of confidence in Rotary’s mission and in the good that dedicated people can accomplish together.

https://vimeopro.com/rotary/ legacy/video/236112322

I hope you will join me in considering a gift to The Endowment Fund of Rotary International. Together, we can build a future where Rotary’s work not only continues
—but thrives.
Contact johnoszust@outlook.com or oszustmonica@gmail.com to get additional information or get started on your legacy planning.

Make Your Room Reservation Now for the 2026 District 5500 Conference!
The 2026 Rotary District 5500 Conference will be held at the beautiful Tubac Golf Resort and Spa: 65 Avenida De

https://www.dacdb.com/index.html?EventID=77898199
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Otero, Tubac, Arizona.

Mark your calendars for September 18 and 19, 2026, and start planning to attend this exciting annual Rotary
District 5500 event offering an unforgettable experience for all District 5500 members and guests.

To secure accommodations at the resort, it is highly recommended to make your Tubac Resort and Spa room
reservations early. For our Rotary discount rate, call the resort directly at 520-398-3507 and mention group code
ROTA 26 when booking your stay.

Registration for the conference opens July 1, 2026.

UTS: Turning Stories into Momentum
Join RPICs Bret McKeand and Caleb Summerfelt to learn about an exciting new storytelling platform, Uniting through
Service (UTS) at at 5:00 PM PST on April 20, 2026. UTS is designed to highlight the impact of Rotary across Zones 26
and 27, and beyond.

UTS soft-launched on March 1 and has already received over 22,000 views from real users, with active engagement
across Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, China, France, India, Ireland, Japan, Malaysia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan,
Philippines, Serbia, Spain, Taiwan, United Kingdom, and United States.

We will walk through a live demonstration of the platform, showing how to submit stories, share projects, and amplify the
work already happening in your communities. RPICs Bret and Caleb will also lead a conversation around why stories
matter, how they inspire action, and how they can strengthen membership, engagement, and public image.

If your club is doing something meaningful, this platform is for you.

Let’s create momentum through storytelling!

Register Now!

Arizona 250th Anniversary of the United States (Semiquincentennial)
By Leo J. Lawrenson

District 5500, along with District 5495, plan to participate in the upcoming 250th Anniversary of the United States during
2026 and are looking for club participation as well, including submission of service projects (especially any relevant to the
event). If you or your club are interested, please contact your Assistant Governor or DGN
Leo@Lawrenson.com We will catalog District 5500 Projects and Events related to America250 so we can
help with ideas and know what is going on close to you. Below are some things already planned by the Arizona
250 Committee you might consider.

Bring the Arizona America250 Traveling Museum to Your Community:
This mobile exhibit highlights Arizona’s unique role in America’s 250-year story through interactive displays and
educational programming. It will tour the state from March to May (dates subject to change), accompanied by Arizona’s
replica Liberty Bell before its permanent installation at the State Capitol.

Interested in hosting? Submit your interest online here: Traveling Museum
Interest Form or contact America250AZ@azsos.gov with questions. The
schedule and opportunity to volunteer to help at the Traveling
Museum when it visits your town starting March 1 can be found in
the Read More section below!
Arizona 250 Youth Town Hall Watch a recording of the Youth Town Hall with
representatives from
Wish Walls for America's 250th Interactive Wish Walls hosted by Made by US.
Arizona 250 Tool Kit Resource guide from the Arizona Department of

Education.
Read More
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Club Projects Happening in District 5500 To Celebrate AND That Might Give Your Club Some
Ideas!
Yes, we are trying something new again! If your club has a project underway or just completed that you would like other clubs to know about, send the details to
DaveRotary5500@gmail.com. We will save this spot in IMPACT! each week for those stories. Be sure to include contact information for someone other clubs might
reach out to for more information.

Rotary Club of Marana Supports Local Educators Through Treasures 4 Teachers
The Rotary Club of Marana is proud to support educators across southern Arizona through a partnership with Treasures 4
Teachers (T4T), a nonprofit organization dedicated to providing affordable classroom materials to teachers. Their
Treasures On the Go program now serves schools throughout Pima County, bringing essential supplies directly to
campuses where they are needed most.

Treasures 4 Teachers offers a wide range of lowcost, repurposed materials—everything from paper towel rolls and plastic
containers to books, fabric scraps, magnets, and twist ties. These items, often overlooked as everyday recyclables,
become valuable tools for hands-on learning and creative classroom projects. In addition, T4T provides discounted new
supplies such as dry-erase markers, laminating sheets, bags, and decorative crafting materials.

Teachers can access these resources by purchasing a T4T membership after providing their teaching credentials. This
membership allows educators to obtain classroom materials at a fraction of typical retail cost, easing the financial burden
many teachers face when purchasing supplies out of pocket.

Recently, members of the Rotary Club of Marana visited several Marana Unified School District elementary schools to
deliver Treasures On the Go bags filled with classroom supplies. Along with the bags, the club also awarded T4T
memberships to teachers, ensuring they can continue accessing affordable materials throughout the year.

This project reflects Rotary’s ongoing commitment to supporting local schools, empowering educators, and strengthening
the community we serve.

Fundraisers Your Club is Welcome to Attend
If you would like to highlight your club's events in this space, contact Dave Lenox with the event information and graphics!

Casa Adobes Scholarship Raffle 4/15/26
www.casasadobesrotary.org

Casa Grande: Diamonds in the Desert 4/18/2026

For more information: cgrotaryauction.org
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Saddlebrooke Golf Tournament 4/20/26

Mountain Empire Movie Night 4/26/26
Our club loves service!

We provide books and dictionaries to students. Twice a year we have a free community dinner highlighting
our teachers and students, our Peace Pole in Patagonia, support our graduating seniors with scholarship
opportunities, support the County Fair and Rodeo, have a high school career fair, and annually choose
students in our middle schools for awards. Plus much more! Join us by becoming a ticket holder and/or a
sponsor to do even more!! See READ MORE for Sponsorship details Read More

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=334250


Tucson Verde 3rd Annual Tour of Tucson Homes & Businesses. 4/26/26
Tucson Verde's 3rd annual Tour of Tucson Homes & Businesses is happening Sunday, April 26th, from 9:00am-2:00pm.

Tickets are $30 each, or $25 for 4 or more. Purchase them at www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/a-tour-of-tucson-homes-
and-buildings. We need volunteers! Various shifts and locations available. If you'd like to help out as a docent, email Linda
Fugate at linda@thevacationplanner.biz.

San Luis Frontera Wild West Casino Night 5/1/26

Wild Wild West Casino Night
Cost: $77.00
Buy tickets here: https://checkout.square.
site/merchant/BYFAKXK26KW60/ checkout/ T23Y4VAN6WBYHT55CVAVQI6B
When: Friday, May 1, 2026 at 8:00 PM - Saturday, May 2, 2026 at 12:00 AM MST

Where: 780 N Cesar Chavez St,
San Luis, AZ 85349
Step into the Wild Wild West for an unforgettable Casino Night! Join us on May 1st from 8pm to midnight
for an exciting evening of Blackjack, Roulette, and Craps, plus great music and a lively atmosphere. Your

ticket includes delicious heavy appetizers and one complimentary drink to keep the good times rolling. Best of all, every spin and every hand supports the San Luis
Frontera Rotary Club Scholarship Fund—helping local students achieve their dreams. Saddle up and join the fun for a great cause!

Graphics Corner - Environment
Enjoy these inspiring Rotary graphics related to this month's international focus on Environment. They're yours to use for your club's communications. Just
download and save to your graphics library, then use them in your social media, newsletters and other Rotary promotional items.
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Share Your Club's News!
IMPACT! Showcases District 5500 news, updates, and upcoming events your club needs to know about. It also provides a place
to advertise upcoming club projects and fundraisers you want other clubs to know about. To publish your club's upcoming
events, projects or fundraisers in IMPACT! Fill out this form with your information and send it to Dave Lenox at
DaveRotary5500@gmail.com by Friday for the following week's newsletter. Include your photo or graphic as a separate
attachment as a jpg or png file.

ROTARY IN ACTION! is a Quarterly newsletter designed to SHOWCASE YOUR CLUB'S PAST PROJECTS & FUNDRAISERS! We
are working on the best way to publish and archive all these great stories. For now, watch for ROTARY IN ACTION! to come your
way by the end of October. For now, share your successes and great ideas so you have a record of them in our archives AND to
remind yourself of the amazing difference yor club has made in the past quarter. Use this form and send it to

DaveRotary5500@gmail.com. Don't forget to include photos -- the more the merrier!

https://dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5500/Downloads/0/Forms/2025-26%20IMPACT-article-submission-form%20BLANK.pdf
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